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OPINION 1550 

Dysidea Johnston, 1842 (Porifera, Keratosa): conserved 

Ruling * 

(1) Under the plenary powers the name Spongelia Nardo, 1834 is hereby suppressed 
for the purposes of the Principle of Priority but not for those of the Principle of 
Homonymy. 

(2) The name Dysidea Johnston, 1842 (gender: feminine), type species by sub¬ 
sequent designation by deLaubenfels (1948) Spongia fragilis Montagu, 1818, is hereby 
placed on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology. 

(3) The name fragilis Montagu, 1818, as published in the binomen Spongia fragilis 
(specific name of the type species of Dysidea Johnston, 1842), is hereby placed on the 
Official List of Specific Names in Zoology. 

(4) The name dysideidae Gray, 1867 (type genus Dysidea Johnston, 1842) is hereby 
placed on the Official List of Family-Group Names in Zoology. 

(5) The following names are hereby placed on the Official Index of Rejected and 
Invalid Generic Names in Zoology: 

(a) Spongelia Nardo, 1834, as suppressed in (1) above; 

(b) Duseideia Johnston, 1842 (an incorrect original spelling of Dysidea Johnston, 
1842); 

(c) Dvsidia Agassiz, 1846 (an unjustified emendation of Dysidea Johnston, 
1842); 

(d) Dyseideia Lieberkuhn, 1859 (an incorrect subsequent spelling of Dysidea 
Johnston, 1842); 

(e) Desidea Koehler, 1855 (an incorrect subsequent spelling of Dysidea Johnston, 
1842); 

(f) Duseidea Delage & Herouard, 1899 (an unjustified emendation of Dysidea 
Johnston, 1842). 


History of Case 1229 

The application was made originally by Dr M. W. deLaubenfels ( Oregon State 
College, U.S.A.) in 1957 but was then not proceeded with. 

Dr deLaubenfels commented that until Schmidt’s 1862 description of Spongelia 
Nardo, 1834 ‘half the sponges of the world might be said to come under it’. Topsent 
(1938, p. 18) claimed that Spongelia was available as from Nardo, 1834, and in sub¬ 
sequent work (e.g. 1945) he included several species in the genus. Topsent regarded 
Spongelia as a senior subjective synonym of Dysidea Johnston, 1842. However, Dysidea 
has been generally adopted because Spongelia has been considered unrecognisable 
until Schmidt’s 1862 description of Spongelia elegans, and there has never been any 
suggestion that S. elegans is not congeneric with the type species of Dysidea, namely 
Spongia fragilis Montagu, 1818. 

A case was formulated by Miss N. Erridge & Mr M. E. Tollitt {formerly of the 
Commission Secretariat) and published in BZN 44: 233-234 (December 1987). Notice 
of the case was sent to appropriate journals. No comments were received. 
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Decision of the Commission 

On 1 March 1989 the members of the Commission were invited to vote on the 
proposals published in BZN 44: 233-234. At the close of the voting period on 1 June 
1989 the votes were as follows: 

Affirmative votes—16: Bayer, Bock, Cocks, Cogger, Corliss, Dupuis, Hahn, 
Kabata, Kraus, Martins de Souza, Nielsen, Ride, Savage, Schuster, Ueno, Willink 
Negative votes — 5: Halvorsen, Holthuis, Lehtinen, Mroczkowski and Thompson. 
No vote was received from Heppell. Starobogatov and Trjapitzin were on leave of 
absence. 

Thompson commented that he would have liked more information on the usage of 
Dysidea as a generic name. 

Original references 

The following are the original references to the names placed on Official Lists and an Official 
Index by the ruling given in the present Opinion: 

Desidea Koehler, 1885, Annales des Sciences Naturelles, Zoologie, 20(4): 12. 

Duseideia Johnston, 1842, History of British Sponges and Lithophytes, p. 185. 

Duseidea Delage & Herouard, 1899, Trade de Zoologie concrete, vol. 2(1), p. 230. 

Dyseideia, Lieberkuhn, 1859, Archivfiir Anatomie und Physiologie, 1859: 363. 

Dysidea Johnston, 1842, History of British Sponges and Lithophytes, p. 251. 
dysideidae Gray, 1867, Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London, 1867: 511. 

Dysidia Agassiz, 1846, Nomenclatoris Zoologici. Index Universalis, p. 131. 

fragilis, Spongia, Montagu, 1818, Memoirs of the Wernerian Natural History Society, 2: 114. 

Spongelia Nardo, 1834, Isis, Jena, 27: col. 714. 
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